LETTER VIII.

BERLIN, July 26th,  1786.

THE fine weather supports the life of the King, but he
is ill.    On   Wednesday  he   was  for   some   minutes
wheeled about in his chair, by which he was much
incommoded, and suffered greatly during  and   after  the
exercise.    His pains increased on Thursday, and  yester-
day he was no better.    I persist in my opinion that the
period  of   his   existence   will be  toward the  month  of
September.

The Heir Apparent does not quit Potsdam, where he
keeps on the watch. Still the same respectful passion
for Mademoiselle Voss.* During a short journey that
she lately made with her brother, a confidential valet de
chambre followed her carriage at a distance, and if the
beauty, who in my opinion is very ordinary, testified the
least desire (to eat white bread, for example), before she
had proceeded half a league further she found everything
she wished. It appears indubitable that she has not
yet yielded. No great use can be made either of her
uncle or her brothers. Frenchwomen arrive daily ; but
I doubt much whether there will be any great advantage
derived from them, except to innkeepers and milliners.

The Duke of Courland has lent the Heir Apparent
money to pay his debts at Berlin; they are supposed to
be all discharged, except those of his Princess, which
they are not very anxious to liquidate, from the fear of
giving her bad habits.

I have spoken at large   with  Struensee.    He   supposes
the project of the bank to be a grand and superb operation,
which cannot but succeed.    He asks  timely information,
and promises to place   and  cause  to be   placed  in  it  a
considerable sum; but  the  secret must  only  be known
to him, and the subject treated only between ourselves.
*At present the Countess of Ingenneim.
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